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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-172 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
HONORARY DEGREE FOR HOLM 
April 10, 1989 
CHARLESTON, IL--During its Spring Commencement ceremonies 
May 13, Eastern Illinois University will honor distinguished 
actress singer Celeste Holm for her public service. 
The 10 a.m. ceremony will include the Graduate School 
and the colleges of Business, Education, and Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation. The 2 p.m. ceremony 
will include the Board of Governors-Bachelor of Arts 
degree program and the colleges of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
Fine Arts, and Applied Sciences. More than 1650 candidates 
are eligible to participate in the commencement ceremonies. 
Holm, whose celebrated career spans almost fifty 
years on the stage, in movies and on television, will 
receive the University's highest honor, an honorary Doctor 
of Public Service Degree, during the 2 p.m. ceremony. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 HONORARY DEGREE 
Eastern President Dr. Stan Rives said Eastern is proud 
to recognize the nationally recognized humanitarian and dedicated 
supporter of the Arts. 
Holm is no stranger to Eastern. In October, 1985, she gave 
a performance on the campus to begin the campaign to raise funds 
for the "Make Room for the Arts" campaign to build new art studios. 
She also visited with theatre arts majors and gave them an inside 
look at a professional theatrical career. 
As a humanitarian, Holm has devoted much of her free time 
to helping the mentally handicapped, as a result of her experiences 
with young servicemen returning from World War II who found 
themselves incapable of dealing with reality. 
She is a member of the Creative Arts Rehabilitation Center 
Board, serving in 1985-86 as its president. She is also a permanent 
member of the National Mental Health Association. In addition 
to her many professional awards, she has been honored by more 
than 25 organizations for her public service contributions. 
Holm's support of the Arts was recognized by President Reagan 
1n 1982 when he appointed her to the active and prestigious 
National Arts Council. On behalf of the Council, she has appeared 
before various Congressional committees and hearings in support 
of the Arts. 
Rives said Holm has committed herself to the service of 
her fellow Americans. She has lived up to that committment 
by giving of her time and talents, not only for various mental 
health groups, but also for such programs as UNICEF. 
-more-
.... 
ADD 2/2/2/2 HONORARY DEGREE 
Her efforts as a humanitarian and strong supporter 
of the Arts have earned her the Northwood Institute Distinguished 
Woman Award; Woman of the Year Award from the Anti-Defamation 
League; the National Mental Health Chairman Award; Woman 
of the Year from the New York Variety Club; the Edward 
Strecker Memorial Award; the Brotherhood Award of the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews; and a Knighthood 
(As Dame Celeste Holm by King Olav of Norway) . 
She made her broadway debut in the 1939 Theatre 
Guild production of William Saroyan's "The Time Of Your 
Life." Her now legendary portrayal of Ado Annie in "Oklahoma" 
brought her instant national fame. 
While under contract with 20th Century Fox, she 
won an Oscar for "Gentlemen's Agreement" and Oscar nominations 
for the classic "All About Eve" and "Come to the Stable". 
She also starred in "The Tender Trap" with Debbie Reynolds 
and Frank Sinatra; "High Society" with Grace Kelley; 
"Tom Sawyer" as Aunt Polly, and other movies. 
Her recent television credits include "Falcon Crest." 
She has also had starring roles on "Archie Bunker's Place," 
"Love Boat," "Backstairs at the White House," and other 
productions. 
-30-
